SLAVIC ONOMASTIC STRATA IN BANAT: AN OVERVIEW OF
PRESENT RESULTS, THE QUESTIONS REMAINING

The first presence of the Slavs in the region knéeday as Banat as shared by modern
Serbia and Romania is signaled Ygnadi Sarmaten the Tabula Peutingeriana from 3rd
century A.D., situated on the upper Tis3armat(a)eobviously referring to Sarmatian lazyges
settled in the Pannonian plain from the beginnihghe Christian era, andenadi/ Venedi
being the Roman designation of the ancient Slate ditempt to put this vanguard of the
southward migration back to the 1st century A.Dcause of the river nanfeathissusTisza”
in Plinius, presumably reflecting Slayo-tis+je “region around the Tisza river” is uncertain,
even if the assumed analysis is true, for theopefi in the same function is used in Lithuanian
too, and the tongue of the Dacians, who domindtisdpiart of Pannonia in the centuries around
the Christ’s birth, had probably many traits in ecoom with Baltic languages. However, the
Slavs may have heard of the Danube and its méiatéies in the mid-course even before they
transgressed the Carpathians. Of two variants afiSlhame designating the Danube, both
going back to Latin (< Celtic or IraniaBanuvius Dunaw seems to have been borrowed from
the Goths on the lower Danube, abdnajp previously from the Dacians somewhere in the
Carpathian mountains. The assumption, that theefooriginally designated the lower course
of the river and the later the mid-Danube upstrediniron Gates, may be corroborated by
Serbian historical and dialectal data, confirmihgttthe formDunaj was in use among the
Serbs as well. Indeed, the first Slavic tribe nmeved in Transylvania, a southward migrated
branch of the Obotrites, appears in the Royl Feinkinnals s.a. 824 &#raedenecentiwhich
is possibly deformed from Slavi®ridunaj(s)ci “settled near the Danube”. The archaic Serbian
vernacular of Svinica on the Romanian side of tlaaube in the entrance to the Iron Gates
preserves at least some elements dating back tatéhantiquity, such d3une, -eja‘Danube”

(< Dunap) and the very name of the sit8yvinicg translating LatinScrofulae “cliffs”
epigraphically attested on the spot (lsttrofa“sow” : Slavicsvinjaid.).

The formula of the oral poettyx»jo Dunap “the still Danube” is common to all Slavic
branches, thus rooted in the premigration past&dfectival component may have referred to
Tisza, seen, from ancients Slavs’ standpoint inGagathians, as a headstream of the Danube.
In contrast to the other river names of the reginch were borrowed at an early date
(*Temi%, *MoriSs > SerbianTami§ MoriS), the Slavicized fornTisa shows no-s-, although
Greek and Latin renderings of the f8kavic name imply the original pronunciatidisa, that
might be due to the influence of Sarmatian, wishshift of Old Iraniars into s. The vocalic
length in SlavicSavacompared to Pre-Slavigivusmay be explained, too, by the interference
of Sarmatiartsava- (> Osseticsaw) “black”, in view of Aqua Nigrain Jordanes, related most
probably to Sava.

As is well-known, the toponymy of today Romaniariarked by a high amount of Slavic
names, many of them showing the phonetic traith@East South Slavic (i.e. Bulgarian), most
notably St zd from Common Slavictj, dj. Much of them belong to the productive
word-formations, which are not necessarily wery, siich aCosytea Medvejdethe adjective
forms ofko3uta“hind” resp.medv¥ds “bear”, Smirdatec “the foul smelling (spring, brook)”. A
deeper antiquity may be admitted for the archaissessive adjectives derived from Slavic
personal names. There is one instance of such yomin Romanian Banat,iuborajdia,
attested since 15th century, which might be talea elue to the priority of the eastern branch
of the South Slavs in this part of Romania, whés&hically Serbian vernaculars were spoken.
However, by looking closely, this particular findiurns out to be an evidence of something
else, showing in a new light the general probleriBefigaroide” toponyms in Romania. The
identical place namd,juberazda(derived by thg-suffix from the PNLjuborads), recurs in
East Serbia near Pirot; in the same region thesievidage namedPrisjan, first recorded in the
16th century asPristjan, which has also its analogue in Romanian Banat, faotfrom

Ljuberazda. There is there, namely, the toporiyrisian, first mentioned in the 15th century as
Priscian The East-SerbiaRrisjan has much deeper roots, for it goes back to Rdniaciang



attested in Procopius’ list of castell@orruptly written Tpwokiava); consequently, this
place-name must have been transferred from CeBaitlkhns to the north of Danube before the
15th century, and the same should be truelLfaborajdia, as well as for much of Slavic
toponymy in Romania, in view of the hypothesis asag that the ancestors of the Romanians
migrated to Dacia during the middle age from theuntainous Central Balkan area, where the
so called Walachian-Slavic symbiosis had takenepfaeviously, so that also Slavic toponyms
could have been brought along by the immigranthéar new homeland. In Romanian Banat
and Transylvania, they are to be considered as@ndary Slavic stratum versus the primary
one, represented by the place-name HGegztragywhich is again fpossessive derived from
a compound PN*Gostirads), but shows the typical Serbian developmeént 4. Cf. also
Mutnik with Serbiaru < ¢, Radimnja< Radimljawith preservedI“epentheticum”.

The toponymy of Banat has been largely Hungarizedesthe 10th century, but behind
some Hungarian forms archaic Slavic appellationsbearecognised, such HuriBgga< Slavic
*bega “arm of a river” (the modern Serbian nalegejbeing based on Hung. adjective). An
isolated and highly archaic Slavic place-namessBeodra from*béls “bast” and*derati “to
skin”, cf. in SerbiaLiko-dra (*lyko “bast”). The river-naméonjavicain South-West Banat,
recorded as early as 1198ofioucey may even reflect, according to the early Slauies of
sound substitution, I.-BEpannon- < *pani-on- “swamp” as underlying the ancient name of
Pannonia

By investigating Pre-Hungarian Slavic traditionsBianat, the folklore of the local Serbs is
not to be neglected, which abounds in Pre-Christiamvivals, such agarilo, a pagan feast
known otherwise only to the East Slavs; the renmahthe cult ofDa(j)bog a South Slavic
counterpart of East Slavigaz(dpbogy; and the beliefs involving St. Theodor’s horsest #iso
find their closest match in Old Russian area.



